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under consideration; and it is worth noting that the diseas
has on every occasion visited the island between June an(

November, and never between December and May. I)

1887 the first suspicious cases occurred in the last week o
July at Zabbar, St. Julian’s, Cospicua, and Valetta, som(
rather marked diarrhoea having preceded in May and June
From July 25th to September 5th the disease broke OUI
nearly day by day in some fresh locality, and though i
began to diminish in October, one new place was attackec
as late as November 2nd. In all, five towns and twenty.
four villages were attacked, there having occurred a tota
of 626 recorded cases and 462 deaths. These were dis-

tributed as follows :-The fortified towns, with a population
of 60,629, had 155 cases and 110 deaths, or 2-5 per 100e

of attacks and 1’8 per 1000 of deaths; whereas the villages,
with a population of 76,161, had 471 cases and 352 deaths,
or 6-2 per 1000 of attacks and 4-6 of deaths; the total

cholera mortality in the island being at the rate of

73’5 per cent. of the attacks. This percentage is of course

very high, and Dr. PISANI is inclined, from circumstances
coming to his knowledge, to think that a not inconsiderable
number of cases were either concealed or not reported.
The marked difference in the incidence of the disease in

the fortified towns and in the villages has more than once
been drawn attention to ; and it was, during the course of
the epidemic, attributed by the Lieutenant-Governor to the
circumstance that, whereas these towns were drained and

supplied with good water, the villages contained some of
the poorest and worst housed of the people, who were
largely.dependent on surface water collected in tanks.

This same preference of the disease for unhealthy localities
is well illustrated by Dr. PISANI, who points to the exces-
sive amount of attack and of death in certain specified
narrow streets, which are evidently densely overcrowded,
both as to houses on area and as to people in houses, and
which have numerous lateral blind alleys leading out of
them. The villages are also referred to as being without
good potable water, as having their supplies so stored as to
become polluted through leakages from adjoining cesspools,
and still oftener through cracks in ill-paved courtyards
where poultry and animals are kept.
As to the origin of the cholera in Malta, Dr. PISANI,

although discussing this matter at some length, is unable to
refer to any source which is capable of proof. But it seems

to be implied that the disease was probably introduced from
Sicily during the period between May 18th and July 4th,
when no restrictions were placed on communications

between the two places. If this was possible, we think it
was also possible during periods when quarantine was in
operation, because there was evidently during such periods
illicit communication between Sicilian boatmen and the

Maltese. But under any circumstances the fact remains that

Malta, which is one of the places in Europe where quarantine
impositions are of the strictest, and which, by reason of
its being a comparatively small island, is most favourably
circumstanced for giving effect to such restrictions, has again
been attacked with cholera, notwithstanding its quarantine
measures. Great Britain is, during the course of

Dr. PISANI’S report, held up as a country which may
well rest on her sanitary improvements as a means for
resisting this disease ; indeed, Dr. PISANI goes much further

than we should dare to go as yet, for he says that "by good
sanitation she has rendered herself independent of any

importation of cholera germs"; and, by way of contrast, he
refers to places in Malta which in important respects have
not improved since the date of Dr. SUTHERLAND’S report in
1865; and, further, by way of summary, he states that recent
experience has shown that the most sterling restrictive

measures adopted in the colony proved to be utterly
useless, and that it is on good sanitation that the island
should "exclusively rely," since it is impossible effectually
to keep out the disease. This is as it should be, and this
alone is the tone to adopt in order to secure that willingness
to expend money on sanitary improvements which would
otherwise not easily be forthcoming. It is therefore with

some disappointment that we turn to the final paragraph of
the report, where, after some description as to that which is
necessary to convert the soil of the island into one that

shall be "unfertile......for the development of cholera, it
is stated that until this has been done, and until, by inter-
national agreement, "uniform measures are everywhere
imposed" as to cholera in Europe, Malta will be forced to
adopt "restrictive measures as the only means" of prevent.
ing its importation. However distant a view we may be

able to take into the dim future, we cannot venture to

predict a day when all Europe will everywhere have

adopted uniform measures of sanitary prevention, and

hence, if the suggestion made by Dr. PISANI finds favour
with those in authority, and this notwithstanding the
recent and fatal experience in the opposite sense, we must
look forward to a wellnigh endless imposition of the same
measures of restriction that have already so often failed
the Maltese people, and which will assuredly and more
than anything else hinder the progress of those very
measures of sanitary improvement which are held up as
the ones on which the island should exclusively rely
So long as the Maltese Government, by the adoption of
quarantine restrictions, professes to protect the colony
against the importation of cholera, so long will the

inhabitants find valid excuse for their objection to the
imposition of rates for sanitary measures of prevention,
in pointing to the fact that they already pay--and this
dearly-for the authorised means by which the disease is to
be excluded. The two things to which Great Britain owes
the measure of safety she has reached have been fear of the
advent of cholera and the knowledge that useless quarantine
measures would no longer be applied by her Government.

Annotations.
11 Ne quid nimis."

ALTERATIONS IN THE EXAMINATIONS OF
THE UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.

THE following changes in the various examinations for
the medical degrees at the University of London have
been adopted by the Senate, but as they must be

published in the forthcoming Calendar they probably
will not be carried out until after an academical
year has expired. They may therefore come into force
in 1890. At the Matriculation, Botany will take a

place as an optional subject ; it will embrace the ele-

mentary facts in the Morphology and Nutrition of the
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British Flowering Plants, and a technical description of a
flower. At the Preliminary Scientiiic ill.P,. Examination,
as for the Intermediate D.Sc., a vsw2-voce interrogation on
the use of instruments will be introduced, and certain

clauses bearing on the Laws of Motion, Fluid Pressure,
Specific Gravities, the Pressure of the Atmosphere and
the Elastic Force of Gases will be removed from the

syllabus. A far better change would have been the intro-
duction of distinct examinations in Physics for the Pre-

liminary Scientific M.B. and the Intermediate B.Se.,
inasmuch as candidates for the latter examination undergo a
much more thorough mathematical training than those for
the medical curriculum, and it is scarcely fair to put the
same papers before two different classes of candidates.

Slight modifications, which will meet with general approval,
will be made in the syllabus of General Biology. In the

Zoological section the Dog-fish and the Amphioxus
displace the Fowl and the Pigeon, Anodon is substituted
for Helix and Distoma, and the amount of development
required to be known by the candidate is carefully laid down.
Chara, Mucor, and Protococcus disappear from the botanical
list, and Vaucheria is introduced ; but other and better

changes may be expected at the next revision, as we are
now informed that the list of animals and of. plants will
be changed from time to time. For the Intermediate
M.B. Examination the syllabus in Organic Chemistry has
been revised, and Benzene and Toluene, with their principal
derivatives, and the Glucosides are specially referred to.

Questions have been set on these subjects in former years,
when they only came inferentially into the clauses specified
as being included in the examination, so it is as well that
they should now be specifically mentioned. The chief
constituents of the animal and vegetable organisms
and the chemical principles of the processes of nutrition
and respiration are missing from the chemical syllabus,
and have apparently been relegated to the physio-
logists, who, we suppose, will now take them under
their especial care. In Practical Chemistry, Malates will
be omitted, but Salicylates, Phenol, Chloral, Chloroform,
and Brucia will be added to the existing list. No changes
are promised for the Final iBl. B. Examination, but the regu-
lations for the M.D. degree will undergo a most important
change. The certificate of having passed an examination
in subjects relating to Public Health will no longer be
given, but a candidate for the M.D. degree may elect
to enter for "State Medicine" instead of for the ordi-

nary examination in Medicine. In order to do this, he
will have to produce certificates of having attended to State
Medicine for two years after having taken his M. B. degree,
but if placed in the first division at the M.B. one year
will suffice. Such certificates must be signed by " the
holder of a public health office directly or indirectly
subject to control by a Secretary of State or Government
department." The examination in State Medicine will be
conducted on lines similar to those proposed for the new
examination in Medicine, and a candidate may either elect
to be examined by written papers, a commentary on a case,
and a practical examination as heretofore, or may submit a
dissertation or thesis, on which, if accepted, he will be examined
if necessary, and this will exempt him from everything except
a practical examination. Mental Physiology remains a part
of the M.D. and M.S. Examinations. In fourteen years
there have been ten diplomates in Public Ilealtli at the

University of London; at Cambridge ten candidates or more
are fairly and fully examined every year. We question,
therefore, whether these new regulations will be of any great
value in spreading a knowledge of State Medicine among
our London students, and if they will not be found as onerous
and unpractical for even our best medical oflicers of health as
those which they have superseded. A great deal, both in
Medicine and State Medicine, will depend on the merits of

the early theses tt)at will be submitted in lieu of the
written and clinical examination for the M.D. degree, and
we shall be much interested in watching the new departure.
These modilications in the regulations for the M.D. seem to
us to be a confession that the older universities were wise in

acknowledging that private observation and research brought
; out some qualities and work that were as worthy of

recognition as mere ability to pass high-pitched examina-
tion standards. 

____

ROYAL BARRACKS, DUBLIN.

ON Monday last Lord Belmore brought under the notice
of the House of Lords the unsatisfactory condition of the
Royal Barracks, Dublin, as regards the health of the troops.
He stated that of sixty-five cases of enteric fever fifty-nine
were in the Royal Barracks, but he did not state over what
period of’time these extended. He desired to know what

steps it was intended to take to improve their sanitary con-
dition. The answer of the Under Secretary of State for
War was not altogether satisfactory. It is true lie stated
that most of the recommendations made by Sir C. Cameron
and Dr. Grimshaw ad been carried out, either fully or in
a modified form, a cost of fl400, that &pound;10,000 had been
included in the stimates for demolitions, reappropria-
tions, and sanitary improvements at the Royal Barracks,
and that an additional sum amounting to f:1840 would
be taken to improve the other barracks in Dublin. But
he also stated that a report had been drawn up on
the subject of the condition of the Royal Barracks by
Mr. Rogers Field, which he hoped to lay on the table
in the course of a few days, though lie did not give
the slightest indication as to the gist of that report.
"The whole question," he said, "would be dealt with
in a general way in one large scheme, but the Secre-

tary at War was not prepared at present to say what
the details of that scheme were." We must therefore be
content to wait till the forthcoming report is presented,
or Mr. Stanhope thinks fit to announce his intentions,
before we can express any opinion on the subject. It is,
however, satisfactory to know that he is prepared to spend
liberally in carrying out measures s to improve the sanitary
condition of the troops in ublin. In addition to the

&pound;13,240 mentioned above, a sum of &pound;16.000 is to be taken
for the completion of the new barracks at Grangegorman.

AMERICAN WATER-SUPPLIES.

THE American Public Health Association have issued a
report of a committee appointed to inquire into the pollution
of water-supplies, which evidently has for its object to draw
public attention to the need which exists for supplying the
cities and towns of the United "States with water that shall
be free from the risk of pollution. Enteric fever, it is stated,
is present in all the cities, giving annual death-rates of from
15 to 100 and more in every 100,000 of the population. Local
outbreaks, it is explained, are without hesitation ascribed
to well water which has received sewage soakage, but when
public supplies are concerned the sources of Which are also
subject to sewage pollution, it is considered that objection
to the use of such water is merely sentimental, and people
hesitate to attach the danger of specific contamination to
such supplies which they readily assign to polluted well
water. And yet the United States exhibit instances which
show, in a striking way, that their enteric fever death-rates
have been proportioned to the extent to which their water-
supplies are polluted by sewage. Where, as in Brooklyn,
the water-supply is free from risk of sewage pollution the
death-rate is small; whereas in Philadelphia, in which city
less attention is given to maintaining purity of water

sources, the reverse is the case, and the enteric fever
death-rate is correspondingly high. As indicating the
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importance of an unpolluted water service, attention is
drawn to the fact that during the period 1851-74 the
enteric fever death-rate of Vienna ranged from 100 to 340
per 100,000 annually; in 1874 spring water was introduced
instead of that from polluted wells, and the rate at once
fell to 50. With the extension of the new service it has
since gone down to 11, and enteric fever in hospitals is
stated to be becoming so rare that cases are regarded as of
unusual interest when admitted. But even when public
supplies are introduced in American cities filtration seems
an unusual process, storage in tanks to secure greater
clearness of water being mainly relied on. As to this, the
Association point out that although after a week’s storage
water becomes clear from deposit of organic and inorganic
matters, yet the bacterial colonies found in the stored
water greatly exceed in number those which existed in the
water when first impounded in its turbid state; and with
reference to any influence of such storage on specific
infection, it is stated that an infected water-supply, which
prostrated 1200 to 1800 and killed 130 of the inhabitants
of Plymouth, Pa., had passed through three storage
reservoirs before accomplishing its deadly mission. But it
must be remembered that filtration has also failed in a
similar way to get rid of specific infection, both where
natural and artificial filtration has been in operation; and
the Association therefore urge that nothing short of supplies
from pure sources, and well protected against sewage con-
tamination along the line of delivery, should be contem-
plated. And comparison of the expense involved in the
death of no less than 30,000 enteric fever patients annually
in the United States of America, together with the enor-
mous number of non-fatal attacks, with that of securing
a wholesome water-supply that shall be available both for
the present and a future generation, leads the reporters to
assert that economy would lie on the side of the wholesome
water services. Hence State boards of health are urged
to take a livelier interest in this important subject; and
to State legislatures it is pointed out that advantages
would accrue to the public were they to lend financial aid
in carrying out works for the procuring and preserving of
water-supplies free from risk of sewage contamination.

"ANTERIOR METATARSALGIA."
UNDER tne name 01 anterior metatarsajgia an anection

is described by Dr. Auguste Pollosson, of Lyons, which,
though hitherto unrecognised as a distinct affection, has, he
believes, a very real existence, being capable of putting a
patient who has the misfortune to be its subject to a good
deal of serious distress and inconvenience. He describes an
instance in which a medical man, twenty-nine years of age,
has suffered from this affection for some years. It gives no
trouble when the foot is at rest and without a shoe, but is
usually brought on by wearing boots and by walking
a good deal. It is much more likely to occur when going
down than when going up hill. The pain comes on suddenly,
a feeling of something having given way in the foot accom-
panying the onset, together with a kind of grating sensation.
After this the patient walks lame, for all pressure of the
anterior part of the sole of the foot on the ground is very
painful. If walking is persisted in, the pain increases, till
in a few minutes it attains its maximum, rendering all
further attempts at locomotion absolutely impossible. The

symptoms can be removed by taking off the boot and

squeezing the fore part of the foot, especially if the heads
of the middle metatarsals are at the same time pressed
upwards by the finger. When this is done a kind of grating
is again felt, together with a sharp twinge of pain, but
almost immediately afterwards the pain entirely ceases. The
cause of the affection is evidently a certain laxity of the
transverse metatarsal ligament, which permits a partial

infraction of the arch formed by the heads of the five meta-
tarsals, one of the middle ones, probably the third, becoming
dislocated downwards and compressing the nerves running
along each side of it against the heads of the neighbouring
bones. Dr. Pollosson mentions a somewhat analogous case,
where a young growing girl suffered from hammer-toe from
a similar laxity of the metatarsal ligaments. With regard
to the treatment of anterior metatarsalgia, the main
indication seems to be to pad the sole of the boot so as to
prevent as far as possible the descent of the offending meta-
tarsal head. He finds, however, that in the case described
the patient is unable to bear as efficient a pad as could be
wished, so he uses the half of an indiarubber ball sewn on
the sole of the boot, which, though not entirely satisfactory,
is still of considerable service.

DR. OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES AND THE
BOSTON MEDICAL LIBRARY ASSOCIATION.

THE proceedings which marked the reception on Jan. 29th
by the Boston Medical Library Association of the gift by its
late president, Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, are fully detailed
in the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal for Feb. 7th,
from which we have taken the full text of Dr. Holmes’
remarks. After the President (Dr. Hodges) had read the
letter in which Dr. Holmes offered his gift, the librarian
(Dr. J. R. Chadwick) moved that the Association gratefully
accept from Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes the gift of his
medical library of 968 volumes and the shelves which contain
them. He prefaced the motion with some appropriate
remarks, in the course of which he referred to the rate of
growth of the seven principal medical libraries in the

country, and showed that their Association, although the
youngest, had already passed three of them, containing
nearly 20,000 volumes. He quoted from an address made
by the donor at the dedication of the building and hall of
the Library Association, showing his estimate of such collec-
tions, and dwelling on the close bond of union which exists
between the scholar and his library, which made the present
gift all the more generous. Dr. Cheever, the President of
the Massachusetts Medical Society, seconded the resolution,
which was supported by Mr. Justin Winsor, librarian of
the Harvard University, and Dr. G. B. Shattuck, who gave
some interesting reminiscences of Dr. Holmes and of medical
journalism. On the conclusion of Dr. Holmes’ address
Dr. J. C. Blake spoke of the great indebtedness the world
in general, and the medical profession in particular, owed
to his writings, and concluded with the announcement that
Dr. Holmes had consented to sit for his portrait, which,
when completed, would find its home in the hall of the
Association. 

___

RESECTION OF A PORTION OF THE ILEUM.

DR. FREDRICO RUBIA, of Madrid, recently communicated
to the Spanish Royal Academy of Medicine an interesting
case in which he performed successfully a somewhat exten-
sive resection of the gut in the wards of the Instituto de
Terapeutica Operatoria of Madrid. The patient was a
woman of thirty-two years of age, who, after eating a
quantity of cooked vegetables, was seized with violent
abdominal pain, a swelling appearing at the same time in
the right groin. Vomiting and constipation followed. Sub-

sequently the tumour in the groin became inflamed and

opened in two places-viz., at the external inguinal ring
and at the lower part of the right labium. From these
fistulous openings faeces kept continually escaping, rendering
the patient’s condition most deplorable. Attempts were

made during many months to get these openings to close
up, but, although temporary improvement followed some of
the means used, it ultimately became evident that unless
some radical operation was resorted to the patient must
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necessarily succumb. Having given purgatives and enemata
to empty the bowels, and a disinfecting bath to cleanse the
surface, Dr. Rubio performed laparotomy, making a small
incision in the spot usually selected for the ligature of the
external iliac. This brought into view the caecum with the
vermiform appendix. He then hooked up the coils of the

ileum one after another ; the third of these presented an
opening with fungiform edges three centimetres and a half
in length by two centimetres and a half in breadth, and
surrounded by a very unhealthy-looking area - which,
indeed, occupied the whole circumference of the gut. Under
these circumstances, it was felt that any attempt to close
the opening would assuredly end in failure, and that the
only alternative was to excise a portion of the gut. About

eight centimetres were consequently excised, together with
a V-shaped piece of the mesentery ; catgut sutures were
applied, and the patient made a good recovery, normal
defecation taking place on the second day after the

operation. -

THE LONDON STREETS.

AFTER the still recent experience of a heavy fall of snow,
which for a time interfered materially with street traffic,
there is a natural tendency to cast about for the best

possible means of effecting a needful clearance in any future
emergency of the same kind. As regards the materials
available for this purpose, we have room for the exercise of
discretion. Salt, sand, ashes, gravel, and possibly one or
two other less familiar aids, have been largely employed in
the past. Of these, the first has now by general consent
been allowed to fall into disfavour on account of the
extreme cold and the consequent risk to pedestrians and
animals engendered by its indirectly freezing action. Its

only advantage, if it be a real one, consists in its useful-
ness in clearing such hollow rails as are used on tramway I
lines. In all other cases, and perhaps in this also, the desired ’,
effect is better secured by the copious use of sand, which
is happily free from any very inconvenient characteristics.
This is, as a rule, undoubtedly the preferable means to
employ. As to the method of its distribution, we may
safely say that hitherto it has not been highly elaborated.
Cart and shovel, and those not by any means too freely
employed, usually constitute the sum of the available

machinery. For most purposes they are sufficient, but this
need not induce us to ignore other and possibly more
effective contrivances. The ingenious and useful invention
of Mr. Strawson, by means of which an air-blast is made to
distribute a variety of granular and non-granular sub-
stances used in agriculture, has been recommended for this
purpose also. There seems to be every likelihood that, if so
used, it would realise its object, and we may reasonably
expect that in case of any future obstruction by snow its ’i
distributive qualities will be put to the proof.

PARALYSIS "A FRIGORE."

AT a recent meeting of the Paris Clinical Society
(La France Med., No. 21) a paper by L4. Neumann on the
part played by nervous predisposition in the etiology of
facial paralysis a frigore was read, the work being suggested
by M. Charcot, who has long maintained the importance of
heredity in nervous diseases. Neumann (in 1887) was the
first to suggest that cases of facial paralysis attributed to
exposure to cold were not explained by this simple state-
ment, but that there must be a nervous predisposition in
the subject, cold acting as an adjuvant, like traumatism, in
the induction of hysterical contracture or in producing an
attack of gout in the gouty subject. Hence, he would
banish paralysis a frigorc from the catalogue of so-called
rheumatic affections. In order to prove his point, lie made

 full and complete inquiries into the antecedents of the

subjects of facial paralysis, of which he has collected forty-
one cases. He found that many were liable to chorea,
: migraine, convulsions, and spasmodic tic; that insanity,
; general paralysis, epilepsy, hysteria, chorea, and ataxy were

met with in relatives. The neuroses, and not organic affections.
i (with the exception of tabes), seemed to be the more related
f to the liability to facial paralysis-which, moreover, he
l showed might be inherited, citing an instance where five
, cases were observed in one family. M. Bouchard asked

what share the arthritic diathesis played in the etiology of
facial paralysis, regarding the neurotic and arthritic
c) diatheses as two branches of the same trunk.

THE COMMITTEE FOR AGRICULTURE.

THE capital importance of home-grown foods is but

modestly shadowed forth by the small and unpretentious
documents which from time to time appear under the

auspices of the Committee of the Privy Council for Agri-
culture ; but their reports, if somewhat few and small,
have at least the merit of being very full of matter. The

Agricultural Produce Statistics and the Agricultural
Adviser’s Second Annual Report, which have just appeared,
will amply sustain the reputation of the department in this
respect, especially the latter, which contains in a compen-
dious and easily intelligible form a great body of useful and
interesting information respecting the insects which are

injurious to the crops, and their habits and life history. It
is perhaps desirable that these reports should be more widely
known and appreciated than they are, and those of our
readers who live in agricultural districts would often be
doing both a public and private service by bringing them to
the notice of their agricultural neighbours. Their low

price-a few pence merely-places them within the reach of
the smallest farmer, and the very excellent woodcuts by
which they are illustrated assist most usefully in conveying
scientific information even to unscientific readers. From the
record of descriptive pamphlets and advice distributed during
the past year, it is plain that the agriculturists of the

country are beginning to look for guidance and assistance
to the committee and their expert advisers; but considering
the magnitude of the interests involved, the vast number of
persons engaged in agricultural pursuits, and the eminently
practical character of the directions which are here given
for dealing with insect pests, it seems strange that two or
three thousand copies of these occasional papers should be
the measure of their circulation. We hope that the work
of the department will rapidly increase to proportions
worthier of the end in view and the real excellence of the
means which are being taken to achieve it.

MEDICAL PRACTICE IN CONSTANTINOPLE.

ACCORDING to a paragraph appearing in the Globe, a new
regulation has been issued by the Turkish Government
obliging all medical men who wish to practise in Constan-
tinople to undergo an examination and obtain a diploma.
from the medical school there. Indeed, it is not quite clear
whether the new order does not affect the whole of the
Turkish dominions. It is somewhat difficult to understand
the "consternation" which is said to have arisen in the foreign
colony in consequence of the regulation, or the refusal of the
British ambassador to recognise it, for there has for a long
time past been a very similar rule in force-viz., that all
foreign medical men wishing to practise in Turkey should
show their diplomas and undergo a short examination
viv&aacute;. voce before the director of the Imperial Medical School,
Marco Pasha, and pay a fee. It can scarcely be alleged
that there is any serious hardship in this rule, though
doubtless there were complaints as to the way in which it
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was carried out. In consequence of its existence all the

foreigners at present practising in Turkey are supposed to
have Turkish diplomas, and therefore they cannot well be
obliged to undergo any fresh examination, even if one of a
somewhat more stringent character be introduced for new
comers. 

____

THE HYDERABAD COMMISSiON ON
CHLOROFORM.

IN a report of the recent prize distribution at the

Hyderabad Medical School, which appeared in our issue of
Feb. 23rd, some remarks of Surgeon-Major Lawrie, M.B.,
M. R. C. S., of the Bengal Army Medical Service, are mentioned,
which deserve some comment. We learn that a commission
had been appointed to investigate the action of chloroform,
and that the result of the researches made upon pariah
,dogs was that these animals were killed from respiratory
failure, and in no case did cardiac syncope occur directly.
Unfortunately Mr. Lawrie contents himself with bare state-
ments of results, adding that these results tally with his
own experience, which he believes to be uniquely large.
Mr. Lawrie, as a disciple of Simpson and Syme, arrives at
conclusions consonant with the teaching of those great
clinicians, but utterly at variance with the experience alike
of experiment and practice as carried out in Europe. We
should require more than the scanty statements of experi-

t ments performed upon dogs-notoriously non-susceptible to
chloroform syncope-before we could accept the conclusions

’ of the Hyderabad Commission when they appear to

go in the very teeth of those at which the Commission ap-
pointed by the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society and by
the British Medical Association arrived, and, further, are
opposed to the careful and painstaking experiments of such
Scientific observers as Snow, Claude Bernard, McKendrick,
and others too numerous to mention. All those who are
’familiar with chloroform are well aware that syncope, when

primary, as a rule supervenes in the initial stages of inhala-
tion, while secondary syncope due to respiratory embarrass-
ment is the result of accumulation of chloroform in the
blood leading to paralysis of the medullary centres, and
occurs in a late stage of the administration. The primary
syncope it is rarely, if ever, possible to induce in dogs,
although, unfortunately, it is this form of chloroform heart
failure which does occur in human beings, and which it is
almost impossible to remedy. While welcoming the atten-
tion paid to the subject by the Hyderabad Commission, we
cannot but feel that, should the Commission inculcate a
disregard of the heart as a factor in chloroform dangers, it
will do harm and provoke a slipshod carelessness in the use
of that valuable anesthetic, which must in the long-run do
damage to the cause the Commission has espoused.

A MEDICAL AUTHORITIES’ DISCIPLINE BILL.

IN another column will be found the draft of a projected
Parliamentary Bill to amend and improve the law in
,relation to the disciplinary powers of the various reco-

gnised medical bodies. The Bill has been drawn up at the

request of the President of the General Medical Council by
the legal advisers of that body, and is chiefly designed to
.define the powers of the medical authorities to withdraw or
.restore medical diplomas, and to give equal and similar
powers to each and all of the medical bodies possessing
authority and caring to exercise it. Some of the bodies
have no such powers, whilst others, particularly the

Universities, do not seem anxious to possess them ;
others again have powers, but of a somewhat infirm
’character. In any case, it is desirable that all bodies

having the power to grant diplomas should have a discre-
tionary power to cancel them when good and sufficient

reasons are adduced. A diploma is not only a guarantee of
more or less professional competency, as the case may be,
but is generally and justly considered, to a certain extent,
a testimonial as to moral character, and as exacting com-
pliance with the recobnised rules of honourable and pro-
fessional behaviour. It seems, therefore, only fit that
medical authorities having power to give diplomas should
have an equal power to withdraw them when their possessors
offend against professional honour and conduct. The draft
of the Bill has not yet been officially submitted to the General
Medical Council, and for the present rests in the Minutes of
the executive committee. We cannot but think that, should
the Bill eventually pass into law, it will confer proper powers
upon our medical authorities which will certainly not be
abused and which may exercise a wholesome influence.

THE ROYAL COMMISSION ON HIGHER EDUCA-
TION IN LONDON.

THERE seems to be no prospect of a speedy report from
the members of this Commission. As all the evidence was

given before the autumn vacation, it was hoped that not
only would the report have been issued, but that there
would have been ample time for its discussion by teachers
and educationists before the meeting of Parliament, and
there is much grumbling and dissatisfaction at its non-

appearance among those interested specially in medical
education and in the proposal for the formation of a

Teaching University in London. Meanwhile we notice that
the present University of London is making many alterations
in its examinations, so that the agitation has not been
altogether fruitless, if it has moved the senate chamber in
Burlington-gardens. 

-

THE ERADICATION OF BOVINE
TUBERCULOSIS.

AT the annual meeting of the Scottish Metropolitan
Veterinary Medical Society, held at Edinburgh on Feb. 20th,
the time was mainly occupied by a discussion of a paper
read at the last meeting by Mr. Storrie, on " The Measures
to be adopted for the Eradication of Bovine Tuberculosis."
Mr. Rutherford, in opening the debate, averred that there
was no instance of the disease having been directly trans-
mitted to man through the consumption of the flesh or milk
of a tuberculous animal, and that unjustifiable alarm had
been created. He argued that greater effectiveness would
be given to the Contagious Diseases (Animals) Act if the
veterinary profession were to report outbreaks of disease
instead of the owners of herds. Mr. Pottie ridiculed the
idea of tubercular infection through consumption of meat
or milk. At the same time he believed tuberculosis was

increasing rapidly, and that something should be done to
stay its progress and to protect the public from eating
diseased meat of any kind. Dr. Hunter boldly affirmed
that the milk of a tuberculous cow was highly dangerous
to the human subject, and that this accounted for the high
death-rate among children brought up on cow’s milk.

Principal Williams agreed that in all cases the flesh and
milk of tuberculous animals should be condemned, and
that they would never get rid of tuberculosis until it
was placed under the Contagious Diseases Act, compulsory
slaughter enforced, and compensation granted to owners.
The discussion closed with the unanimous adoption of the
following resolution : " That this Society, thoroughly be.
lieving tuberculosis to be a systemic and contagious disease,
urge upon the Government (1) to stop the sale of milk from
animals suspected of being affected with tuberculosis;
(2) to suppress the consumption of meat from tubercular
animals ; and (3) to give compensation for a limited number
of years."



439

METROPOLITAN ASYLUMS BOARD.

THE Ambulance Committee of the Metropolitan Asylums I
Board have presented to the managers an interesting report
of their proceedings during the year 1888, certain details of
which deserve to be publicly known, for the metropolis is
especially indebted to this committee, and to its chairman,
Mr. A. C. Scovell, for the excellence of the arrangements
which have been made for the removal at short notice of a

large proportion of the cases of infectious disease which
occur in London. The report states that during the year
the river ambulance steamers had run a distance of
5090 miles, and conveyed 847 patients and other persons to
and from the ships. The land and river services had

together removed 5114 patients to the hospitals, a

number some 1300 less than in the previous year. We
are glad to note that the committee have determined
to maintain this service in a state of efficiency even
when no special demand is made upon it, so that there

may be no delay if any outbreak of disease should occur.
The ambulance service, it is stated in the report, is capable
of acting as the removal authority for the whole of the
metropolis, and the managers could undertake this duty with
efficiency and economy and in the interests of the public
health, if powers were given to recover payments for the
removal of infectious cases not paupers. In noting this
reservation of the Ambulance Committee, we are compelled
to think that the gain to Londoners conferred by the isola-
tion of cases of infectious disease is sufficiently great to
warrant this charge being cast upon the rates. This
isolation is not a mere question of personal relief, ’but is of
as much public interest as the extinction of a fire. If

patients and their friends are compelled to hesitate whether
they can incur the cost of removal, it will end in many
infectious persons remaining in their own homes who ought
to be removed. Londoners will not be much benefited if
one case of small-pox be taken to hospital and another
remains at home able to communicate disease. An in-

teresting point brought under notice is that, of 107 persons
removed to hospital on the ground that they had been
supposed to be suffering from small-pox, forty-three were
returned to their own homes for the reason that the

diagnosis was incorrect. There can be no better illus-

tration of the need for opportunities to be given for
medical students and young practitioners to make them-
selves acquainted with the appearances of this disease.
At the present moment there is not a single case of small-
pox in the hospitals of the managers, and the number of
fever cases continues to diminish. Thus, during the last
fortnight, 103 cases have been admitted, as against 145 in
the previous two weeks, and the total number of cases under
treatment had fallen during this period from 743 to 712.

OTOSCOPY IN DISEASES OF THE SPINAL

CORD.

As the examination of the fundus of the eye is capable of
affording valuable assistance in the diagnosis of cerebral
diseases, so, according to some recent researches by
Dr. Gelle, some light may be thrown on affections of the
spinal cord by the examination of the ears. When pressure
is exerted upon the tympanic membrane by means of

injecting air into the meatus with a ball syringe whose
nozzle fits closely into the passage, the hearing power is
diminished both when tested by a tuning-fork placed on
the ball of the syringe and also when placed on the cranium, {
thus showing that the sound, whether conveyed by the air
or by the bony case of the ear, has to pass through the same
route-viz., the membrana tympani and the chain of
ossicles-in order to reach the labyrinth, the German theory
of the direct propagation of cranial sounds through the

petrous portion of the temporal bone to the labyrinth being
in this way, according to Dr. Gell&eacute;, shown to be incorrect.
When the vertex tuning-fork is heard as well with an
inflated meatus as under normal conditions, the true

inference is that the stapes is immovable. Not only does.
inflation of the external meatus diminish the hearing power
of the ear on which it is practised, but that of the other-
side as well. This must be due to a reflex action controlled

by an oto-spinal centre causing an increase of tension in
the membranes of the opposite ear. If this be the case, as-
Dr. Gelle believes, a method is opened up for diagnosing
the condition of the spinal cord in the locality of the oto-
spinal centre, as where the ears themselves are sound a
want of coordination will indicate the existence of some
lesion of the cervical portion of the cord.

PASTEUR INSTITUTES IN ITALY,

BESIDES the parent institute in Paris, there are, it seems,
twenty others in the world; and of these Russia has seven
and Italy five, while Vienna, Barcelona, Bucharest, Rio de
Janeiro, Havannah, Buenos Ayres, Chicago, and Malta,
have one each. In Germany rabies is practically unknown
throughout the empire, owing to the highly organised
system of surveillance exercised over dogs. In those
Italian centres, like Milan and Naples, where the treat-
ment has been for some time in operation, the results
have been so satisfactory that (as we mentioned lately) a
movement has been started in Rome to establish a Pasteur
institute there, and so to obviate the necessity of sending.
those suspected of having been bitten by rabid dogs all the
way to Naples for the necessary treatment. The Roman

Academy of Medicine has hitherto withheld its approval of
the system, while the Istituto d’Igiene of the Roman

University adopted the same course; but now the scruples
of the latter have been so far overcome that the Commune
has secured its assent to the establishing of an institute
on the same lines as those at Milan and Naples, and has
applied for the requisite funds from the authorities. The
movement has been so influentially supported that there is
little doubt of its realisation, whether it obtains the official
subsidy or not; and its promoters are now able to point to
results yielded by the five institutes already in working as
more than justifying their undertaking. Professor Albanese,
the distinguished Sicilian surgeon, by his elaborate memoir
on the subject, has removed many of the doubts and.

objections that weighed with the opponents of the system,
and if the institute now in contemplation in Rome is carried
to completion on the scale and with the adjuncts proposed,
it will become to Italy what the parent institute is to-

France-a school of observation and research, as well as a
resort of prophylaxis and cure. By that time the Academy
of Medicine may find reason to modify the distinctly
hostile attitude it has maintained towards the system, and,
in conjunction with the Hygienic Institute, may raise the
Roman establishment to a higher grade of efficiency than that
statistically claimed by its predecessors at Naples and Milan.

TETANY.

IN some cases of tetany the whole of the muscles of the
body are in a state of tonic spasm. Pressure upon the-
vessels of the limbs sometimes causes a cessation and some-
times an increase in the state of spasm; mechanical and
electrical irritability of the muscles are increased. As a
rule no fever is present, and over the puffy swelling some-
times noted on the dorsum of the hand and foot no pink or
red colour is to be seen, nor does the swelling feel hot. The
attacks of tetany, most of which are confined to the distal
extremity of the limbs, may last almost continuously from
one to ten days, and sometimes many actual intermissions
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may be noted even in the twenty-four hours. The respira- (

tion is seldom seriously affected unless it be by way of
laryngismus, which is a very general accompaniment of
the spasms elsewhere. Tetany is common during the first ]
months of life, and may be seen at all ages in children.

Rickets, and especially those forms with much intestinal
catarrh and aneumia, are its chief causes. As to the cause
of the tonic spasm and the seat of the nervous discharge,
much doubt must still remain. That the spinal cord can
put the hands and feet into the well-known position cannot
be doubted, and that it can give rise to affections in
which the muscular irritability is increased is also true,
but then the brain motors and their spinal extensions are
equally capable of doing the same things. The treatment
should consist in general measures to cure the constitu-
tional weakness and rickets, with the exhibition of small
doses of arsenic. 

__

ANTHRAX AT HORSEHAIR FACTORIES.

AN inquest was lately held at Sudbury, Suffolk, on the
body of a horsehair dresser of Long Melford, who had died
at the Sudbury Hospital. From the evidence it seems that
the deceased first fell ill on Feb. 9th, and that on the llth I
he complained of a pimple on the back of the neck near
the left ear. Next day it was more inflamed, but he per-
sisted in going to work, and did not consult a doctor until
the 15th, when he was seen by Mr. Horsford, who forthwith
sent him to Dr. Holden at Sudbury, by whom he was
admitted into hospital, and shortly after Dr. Holden excised
the malignant pustule. The excision was, however, too late
to avert death, which took place early on the 17th, just
about a week after the patient first complained of feeling
ill. Dr. Holden testified that death was due to anthrax,
and stated that this was the fourth case which has occurred
in the district during the last two years in connexion
with horsehair factories. This is important testimony, and
demonstrates the need of inquiry into the conditions and
nature of the work at such factories, which might profit-
ably be undertaken by the Local Government Board.

WATER-SUPPLY IN SCHOOLS.

GREAT as is the inlluence ot eiiicient sanitation on the

general well-being, it is probably nowhere more felt than in
the management of schools, particularly those which receive
resident pupils. Under such conditions any failure in the
needful arrangements may be, and often has been, a cause of
widespread mischief. The need of due care in matters of

hygiene cannot, therefore, be too strongly impressed. It is
also necessary, however, to avoid an opposite evil-namely,
that excess of care which is calculated only to discredit and
perhaps to defeat its purpose. Next to the vital question of
drainage there is none so important as that of water-supply,
and this, according to some recent statements, is in many
schools by no means what it should be. According to one
account, there is in some establishments no regular supply
of drinking-water for the children’s use, while it is complained
that in others the disuse of the obtainable supply over-night,
or during the weekly cessation of school-work, is likely to
lead to conlamination of the water by the leaden supply
pipes. The dangers indicated in this description are certainly
not imaginary. We are decidedly of opinion, however,
that their existence and mischievous effect have, as

regards the majority of schools, been over-estimated.
In the case of those which are well attended, the water-
tap is, we may suppose, in fairly constant use during five
days out of seven. There is little chance of any appreciable
solution of lead during the two vacant days, unless (as is
not usually the case) the water itself has some specially
marked action on that metal. The time at which a real

dimculty may be expected to arise from this cause is rather
when classes are opened after a prolonged vacation. It is
a standing rule that at every such time the cistern and all
pipes must be thoroughly flushed and washed out with an .
ample supply of water before anyone is allowed to drink.
This rule is generally understood, and probably as generally
followed. The lack of a regular water-supply must be
exceptional in towns, at all events. Wherever it is

recognised it should of course be made good. Another
defect of management which is far more liable to occur,
and one which is even more fruitful of disease than either
of those mentioned, is the failure to cover or cleanse the
cistern with sumcient care. No pains ought to be spared
by school managers with regard to this important point.

TOXIC ACTION OF EDIBLE MUSHROOMS.

IT is generally supposed t11at ence musnrooms are unner
all circumstances a safe article of diet, but some recent
observations made in Switzerland appear to show that there

may be danger in at least one species if preserved in the dry
state. Some persons in Berne who had eaten a quantity of
the mushroom known as Helvella (or Morchella) esculenta,
which had been purchased in the dry state, were seized with
abdominal pain and vomiting a few hours afterwards. It
was at first thought that some poisonous species must have
got mixed with the Morchella esculenta, but upon examina-
tion this was found not to be the case. A decoction of the
dried plant was then examined by Professor Demme, with
the result that it evidently contained a powerful poison, the
behaviour of which, when tested on cold-blooded animals,
produced the impression that it was much more nearly allied
to curare than to muscarin : the residue, when examined, was
found to be inert. The toxic substance, whatever it was,
appeared to have no connexion with the Helvellic acid dis-
covered by Boehm and Kiilz in Helvella. Trimethylamine
was prepared from a watery distillate of the dried mushroom,
and the watery and alcoholic infusions contained a base
which presented all the chemical and poisonous characters
of neurin; the presence of other basic bodies also belonging
to the group of ptomaines was suspected. The theory sug-
gested by Professor Demme and Dr. Berlinerblau, who was
associated with him in the investigation, is that the highly

’ 
nitrogenous mushroom substance is capable, under special

’ circumstances, of undergoing certain putrefactive changes
i which lead to the formation of products of a poisonous

f character bearing a close analogy to those formed during
: the putrefaction of animal bodies. Consequently there is a
. double source of danger in eating mushrooms-viz., the
’ chance of admixture of poisonous species and the pos-

’ sibility of the existence of ptomaine-like bodies arising from
partial decomposition having set in. 

_

SUSPENSION TREATMENT OF TABES DORSALIS.

THE method of treating tabetics by means of suspension,
lately on trial in Professor Charcot’swards(videTHE LANCET,
Jan. 26th, 1889, p. 183), has excited considerable attention.
The Berliner Klin. Woch. (No. 8) reports that it has been
tried in the clinics of Professors Eulenberg and Mendel, with
equally favourable result, the suspensions, which took place
three times a week, being at first of one minute’s duration,
then increasing by half a minute up to three minutes. About
twenty patients have thus been treated; and although,
of course, the time is too short to announce any very
positive results, two facts have been found to follow the
treatment-viz.: 1. A certain number of patients have,
immediately after the suspension, a readier and freer gait,
less staggering, and complain less of lancinating pains (in
some also improvement was noted in visual symptoms).
2. No ill effects have followed the practice. Our contem-
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porary warns physicians and the public from hasty and
exaggerated hopes of its efncacy. Professor Charcot is, we
understand, preparing a detailed account of the technique
of the treatment, and Dr. de Watteville has been autho-
rised to prepare an English edition of the brochure, which
will be ready in a few days. A full description is also given
by M. Giles de la Tourrette, Professor Charcot’s eltef de
dinique, in our contemporary Le Pro9rc’s .4f(,dical of

Feb. 23rd.

THE GENERAL MEDICAL COUNCIL AND
"THE LANCET" RELIEF FUND.

AT the meeting of the Executive Committee of the

General Medical Council held on the 25th ult., the President
submitted the scheme framed by the Editors of THE LANCET
for the establishment, at their expense, of a fund to be called
"THE LANCET Relief Fund," in connexion with which it
is proposed by them that the President of the General
Medical Council and the Presidents of the Royal Colleges
of Physicians and Surgeons in London should be associated
ex officio as almoners of the Fund. The following resolu-
tion was then moved and carried :&mdash;

"That this Committee sees no objection to the proposal
that the President of the General Medical Council shall act
as one of the almoners of THE LANCET Relief Fund,’
provided that he himself sees no objection to doing so."

A SUSPICIOUS DEATH AND AN IRREGULAR
DEATH CERTIFICATE.

THE Consett Clironicle gives a long report of an inquest
on a little boy, George Suggett, who attended school on
Thursday, Feb. 7th, came home about half-past four, and
complained of being cold and of headache. After tea and

toast, and on being undressed for bed, he was sick. He
was sick again after getting into bed. Soon after, his
mother thought she heard him crying, and went and found
him in a fit. He remained insensible, and died at half-past
two on the following morning, just ten hours and a half
after his return from school. When the fit occurred, the
father went for a doctor, and Mr. Harrison, jun., who
described himself as an undergraduate in medicine in the
London University, came, and advised ice to the head.
The parents were simple and unsuspecting people, and the
child was buried without further ado. But rumours arose
that at school he had been struck by the pupil teacher, and
the coroner ordered a disinterment. At the inquest, he
pointed out the duty of all about the deceased, in
cases of sudden death, to give notice to the coroner’s
officer or to the nearest officer of police. He was severe
on Mr. Harrison, jun., for filling up a regular death

’ 

certificate in such a case, telling him that a qualified
medical man had been fined for giving a certificate in a case
where a patient was unconscious when seen, and remained
so till death. Several of the school children said that
the boy had been hit on the cheek with the pupil teacher’s
hand, and that he fell over a form and against a desk;
this was because he had fallen down in the school yard and
made himself dirty. There was scarlet fever in neighbouring
houses. The boy had been delicate since he had the

measles, a year and nine months since. He had not com-

plained of being struck, and the head master and other
teachers neither saw nor heard anything of the fact. Here,
then, was a case of considerable difliculty both from a
diagnostic and medico-legal point of view. Mr. Edward

Jepson, of Durham, made the post-mortem examina-
tion, and found a bruise on the left temple the size
of two fingers. On removing the scalp, there was a
small bruise about the top of the head, which must
have been caused not later than three days before death.

He was of opinion that death occurred from scarlet fever,
and that the stroke on the head had accelerated but not
caused death. This seems a wise and just estimate, though
it leaves undecided whether the concussion arose from the
fall in the yard or a blow. In any case, all concerned should
take a lesson : pupil teachers not to use even their hands
for punishment and blows; parents to investigate fully such
sudden and striking illnesses ; and unqualilied assistants
of all kinds, even 11 undergraduates of London University,"
not to fill up-certificates of death.

BENEFICIAL EFFECTS FOLLOWING ARSENIC
POISONING.

A REMARKABLE instance in which beneficial effects
followed a poisonous dose of arsenic is published by a
Hungarian practitioner in the Gy6gy&acirc;szat. The patient
was an excessively backward and delicate child, who,
though two and a half years of age, had only recently
learned to walk, and that very badly. He was also able to
talk very little, and was of a very unsociable disposition.
About the age mentioned incontinence first of urine and
then of fseces came on, and though all kinds of remedies were
tried, the cold water treatment included, nothing appeared
to produce any effect. By some accident the child got hold
of some rat poison, the chief ingredient of which was

arsenic, and swallowed enough to produce serious toxic

symptoms, which lasted for five days. As soon, however,
as these symptoms passed off, Dr. Herz was much astonished
to find that an improvement little less than magical had
occurred in the child. His dirty propensities ceased, he
easily learned new words, and was ready to make friends
with anybody. 

-

THE ALBERT MEDAL AND THE PROFESSION.

THE Albert Medal, instituted to reward acts of heroism
in saving life on sea or on land, is, it appears, only to be
occasionally bestowed upon members of the medical pro-
fession, who furnish so many examples of this kind of
virtue. We can quite understand that a distinction has to
be made between deeds done in the ordinary exercise of
duty, which often exposes to danger, and those which are
wholly exceptional and voluntary; but it must often be a very
delicate matter to make the distinction. Nor are we prepared
to say that the operation of direct transfusion performed by
the donor of the blood himself upon a woman dying of
haemorrhage should be excluded from the category of deeds
entitling to this reward. We cordially echo the Home
Secretary’s words in reply to the influentially signed
memorial praying for the award of the Albert Medal to
Dr. Marcus Eustace, of Alresford, Hants, on account of
such a service, when he characterises it as an act of

"generous self-sacrifice and devotion to the calls of pro-
fessional honour." " It is pleasant to get this recognition of
work well done; for, whether a medal be bestowed or not,
the high sense, of duty that inspires such heroic deeds is

worthy of all praise. -

TABES DORSALIS AND EXOPHTHALMIC GOITRE.

1 ROM time to time cases occur presenting many ot the
symptoms of locomotor ataxy in combination with the

symptoms of Graves’ disease, and questions naturally arise
as to the nature of this association. Plainly the con-
currence may be simply fortuitous, the two diseases

evolving separately, and being due to their own causes.
But the question has to be answered whether it is possible
for the tabetic nerve lesion to produce the exophthalmic
goitre in virtue of some slight transgression of its usual
limits. Evidence exists, both clinical and experimental,
tending to show that lesions about the restiform bodies may
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produce the triad of symptoms characteristic of Basedow’s
disease. In cases of the association of the two diseases, have
the sclerosis and degeneration on which the tabes depends
exceeded their usual boundaries, and damaged those nerve
cells and fibres which are concerned in the production of
the tachycardia, enlarged thyroid, and protruding eyeballs?

CLINICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON.

SOME new rules have been drawn up by the Council of
the Clinical Society, with a view to making the living
specimens more practically useful to members than here-
tofore. On alternate evenings the meetings will commence
at eight o’clock, and the living specimens shown are to be
orally demonstrated by members, such demonstration not
to occupy more than five minutes ; this will be followed by
questions put with a view to the elucidation of a case, but
no lengthy discussion will be allowed. The reading of
papers will, as heretofore, commence at 8.30 if the number
of living specimens be limited, or at any time between
8.30 and 9 o’clock, on the completion of the demonstration
of living specimens. Living specimens of interest, which
will not admit of delay, may be exhibited on other than
the above evenings, at 8 o’clock, in the ante-room.

Demonstration of a case will not preclude the subsequent
reading of a formal paper on the case should the exhibitor
desire it, when the case may be shown again.

NEURASTHENIA.

THE great characteristics of the pulse in children and
infants are reproduced in the pulse of those suffering
from neurasthenia. As the circulation of the infant is
characterised by irritability, irregularity, and variability,
so it is with the circulation of these patients-a clear

example or illustration of the theory of dissolution
as applied to the nervous system ; but these attributes

belong not alone to the pulse, they define equally well
the mental processes and the other nervous actions in
this affection. The variations in the pulse-rate are not
more remarkable than the changes in the "spirits" of
these patients. Nor can the explanation of these variations
be always adequately accounted for by recognisable external
conditions. The external conditions include any change at
the periphery of the nervous system, whether this periphery
be the sensory nerve-endings in the skin, the muscles, the
alimentary, or respiratory tracts.

MEDICAL COUNTY COUNCILLORS.

SINCE our last issue we have received the following
further results :-

Glamorganshirc (Mountain Ash).-Ricllard 1,Ym. Jones,
Esq.,M.B.Glas. &c.

Lincolnshire (Caistor). - Alexander Cameron, Esq.,
lB1.D. Glas. &c.

NASAL DIPHTHERIA IN CHILDHOOD.

THE number of fatal cases of concealed diphtheria in
children is certainly large. Even the most practised observer
cannot obtain a satisfactory view of the naso-pharynx of
small children. Experience in the post-mortem room

teaches that the local diphtheritic manifestations are most
extensive on the back of the soft palate, in the region to
which neither food nor light has access. It must be
difficult in many cases to say in which part of the throat
the membrane first develops. The disproportion between
the severity of the general symptoms and the slightness of
the local lesions as seen during life is remarkable. At the

necropsy the local lesions are almost always found to be
much more serious and extensive than had been noted

during life.

FOREIGN UNIVERSITY INTELLIGENCE.

jD6?’MK.&mdash;in consequence ot rrotessor Westphal’s continued
ill health, it is probable that Professor Erb of Heidelberg
will be invited to take his place. At present the clinical
duties are being carried on by his assistants, Drs. Oppe11.-
heim and Siemerling.
Buda-Pesth.-Dr. S. R6na and Dr. Sz6na’ssy have qualifie1l’

as privat-docenteo in Dermatology and Surgery respectively.
Graz.-For the vacancy in the chair of Anatomy caused

by the migration of Professor Zuckerkandl the selection
of names is as follows: (1) Professor Henke of Tubingen;
(2) Professor Holl of Innsbruck ; (3) Dr. Hochstadter, docent
in Vienna.

TMMzcA.&mdash;A centenary festival is being arranged in
honour of the great physicist, Georg Simon Ohm, who was
born at Erlangen on March 16th, 1789. He was at the
time of his death, in 1854, professor in Munich. Dr. Aloys
Martin, Professor of Forensic Medicine, is about to retire.

DEATHS OF EMINENT FOREIGN MEDICAL MEN.

THE deaths of the following eminent foreign medical men
are announced :-Dr. W. Orlowski, a surgeon of great
repute in Warsaw, Director of the Hospital of the Child
Jesus in that city; Dr. Petrovich, Body Physician to the
King of Servia; Dr. Johannes Brock, Professor of Zoology
in Dorpat; Dr. L. Engelsberg, Director of a Children’s Hos-
pital in Vienna; Dr. Isidor Soyka, Professor of Hygiene at
the University of Prague (by suicide).

DR. JOHN B. HAMILTON has resigned the position of
editor of the Journal of the American Medical Association,
in consequence of the recent passing by Congress of the
Marine Hospital Service Bill, which has the effect of

creating a life tenure in the office of Supervising Surgeon-
General-an office which Dr. Hamilton has decided to retain.

THE death is announced of Dr. Francis B. Kane, Professor
of Clinical Medicine at the University of California.
Dr. Kane died from pneumonia after five days’ illness. He

graduated at the Queen’s University, Ireland, in 1872, and
for the past fourteen years had practised in San Francisco,
where he was much esteemed.

WE have just received the General Medical Council’s.
Minutes for 1888 (vol. xxv.). The volume includes four

appendices, containing matter of general interest to the
medical profession. We shall take an early opportunity of
more fully noticing the volume.

AT the Philadelphia Polyclinic and College for Graduates
in Medicine Dr. Weir Mitchell has been appointed to the
newly created chair of Diseases of the Mind and Nervous
System. -

MR. E. BELLAMY has been appointed Examiner in

Surgery in the University of Durham.

MR. ERICHSEN has been re-elected President of University
College for the ensuing year.

IRISH MEDICAL SCHOOLS AND GRADUATES’ Asso-
CIATION.&mdash;TIie annual meeting will be held at 5 P.M. on
Saturday, March 16, at 11, Chandos-street, Cavendish-

square, W. On the same evening the annual dinner will
take place at the Holborn Restaurant, at 7 for 7.30. Dinner
tickets for members and their friends may be obtained from
Dr. White, hon. sec. Dinner Committee, 43, Wpymouth-
street, W.


